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LIBRARY UPDATE Both the Sun City 
and Fairway Libraries are offering 
c u r b s i d e p i c k u p ! M a k e a n 
appointment and pick up your holds 
from the comfort of your car.
 
We are pleased to announce the soft 
launch of MCLD’s Culture Pass 
Program! MCLD has partnered with 
Act One to provide Culture Passes at 
all 18 of our libraries. Culture Passes 
will provide you with admission for two 
p e o p l e a t p a r t i c i p a t i n g a r t s 
organizations around The Valley. 
Passes must be checked out in-
person at the library, and are limited to 
one pass per family at a time. At this 
time we have passes available to the 
Deser t Bo tan ica l Garden and 
Arcosanti-Cordes Junction.

Welcome, Yolie! Yolie Ramirez joined 
the Fairway Library as a librarian at 
the start of the new year. We are so 
thrilled to welcome her to the Fairway/
Sun City team! From Yolie: “Hello! I 
am Yolanda Ramirez, Librarian at 
Fairway Library. Call me Yolie. I am a 
native from México City y Hablo 
Español. I received my master's 
degree in Library and Information 

Science f rom San José State 
University in California. I recently 
relocated to Arizona, and I am thrilled 
to be here working for Maricopa 
County Library District. It will be my 
pleasure to practice MCLD's Great 
Expectations, especially at the Library 
where Curiosity is the name of the 
game!”

The library Winter Reading Program 
for adults, Escape to Everywhere, 
runs through February 14. Earn points 
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by reading, and be entered to win 
prizes along your journey! Sign-up at 
https://winter.mcldaz.org/

BOOKSTORE HAPPENINGS Despite 
being closed for many months, 
volunteers in Books Around the 
Corner have been busy behind closed 
doors.  Many books have been 
prepared for shelving, and then 
shelved or stored, although many 
remain.  DVDs have been cleaned 
and shelved.  Some new bookshelves 
have been p laced and fi l l ed .  
Categorization has been improved 
with an expanded non-fiction war 
section, and a bigger selection of 
large print books, for example.  The 
label ing of sect ions has been 
improved, and a new map is being 
developed.  Donations still cannot be 
accepted.

Some of the old books have been 
sorted as to their value and sale 

source.  The more valuable ones are 
sold on the internet.  A volunteer is 
badly needed who would manage this 
project.  If interested, contact 
Bookstore Manager, Mary Anne 
McDonald, at 623-640-5933.

Some Friends Board members have 
been going through old records to 
eliminate what can be, and label what 
remains.  Other volunteers came in 
and assisted with the annual inventory 
which has to be done for the Non-
profit annual report.

Mary Anne wishes to thank all those 
who have been assisting to get the 
Bookstore ready for reopening, to 
which we all look forward.

NEW RCSC REPRESENTATIVE The 
Friends Board of Directors has an 
Advisor named by RCSC to serve on 
the Friends Board.  The RCSC 
Director named as our 2021 Liaison is 
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Sheila Rooney.  Sheila had a 40+ year 
c a r e e r i n t h e 
c o m m e r c i a l 
insurance industry.  
He r Bache lo r ’s 
D e g r e e i s i n 
e d u c a t i o n ; s h e 
holds an active 
Arizona teaching 
c e r t i fi c a t e f o r 
grades 6-12.  She 
has exper ience 

working in dispatch for the Sun City 
Posse, as well as involvement in 
homeowner associations.  Sheila is 
currently the RCSC Board Treasurer.  
Sun City has been her home for 
nearly eight years. 

NO NEWSLETTER HUMOR MAILED 
In order to lighten the mood during the 
COVID pandemic, we have been 
inc lud ing some humor i n the 
Newsletter.  We also have been 
printing off and mailing the Newsletter 
to those who do not have email 
addresses and would have their 
copies delivered at their work place.  
The cost of printing and mailing the 
extended length document has 
become prohibitive.  Effective with this 
issue, we will not mail the humor 
section.  If you are receiving the 

Newsletter by mail and have an email 
address, contact Tom Everitt at 
tjever40@gmail and get your name 
added to our email list.

A M E S S A G E F R O M Y O U R 
PRESIDENT Happy New Year, Dear 
Volunteers!  We hope you enjoyed the 
holiday gift bags distributed by our 
board members!   We had lots of fun 
putting things together and getting 
them to you!   Special thanks to Ruth 
Polansky, our Volunteer Coordinator, 
for organizing the delivery lists, 
packing the sacks, and delivering.  
Hats off to Irene Nathanson for the 
painted rocks and to Monica Fallon, 
Charlotte Klose, Linda Knupp, and 
Mary Anne McDonald for the treats for 
their volunteers.  In addition, we thank 
all of the delivery people:   Marcia 
Davis, Pat Bates, Jessica Potter-
Slider, Sue Painter, Linda McKnight, 
Cathy Weyers, Roberta Hawksworth, 
Ruth Polansky, and Sue Blechl. This 
was truly a Board project, and 
everyone had fun!

We thank outgoing RCSC liaison Rich 
Hoffer for participating in our Board 
meetings and advising us as needed 
over the last year.   We appreciate the 
support and expertise shared!   We 
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welcome new liaison, Sheila Rooney.  
Glad to have you joining us!

We wish that Covid-19 was under 
control, and that we would be closer to 
getting our social lives back, but we 
must be patient a little longer.   The 
vaccine gives us hope.   Perhaps we'll 
be ab le to resume books to re 
operations in the fall.   We certainly 
hope so.   In the meantime, please 
continue to hold your book donations.  
You are helping us by "storing" them 
for us.  

You can also help us by being 
ambassadors for the library and the 
Friends.   We need accurate and 
positive information going out to the 
community!

If you have a comment for the 
Friends, or an idea for a project, 
please feel free to contact me or any 
Board Member.   Stay well, stay safe, 
be patient!

Sue Blechl, President
Friends of the Sun City Libraries, Inc.
623-972-3409
620-803-2140 cell
sueblechl@gmail.com

NEXT BOARD MEETING At the 
Zoom meeting held on Thursday, 
January 14, 2021, the Board set a 
date of Thursday, February 11, 10:30 
a.m. for its next meeting, which will be 
by Zoom.  This will be the annual 
meeting where the previous year is 
summarized and officers are elected.

The Friends Volunteer Newsletter is to 
improve communication between Friends 
volunteers.  The Newsletter is emailed to 
volunteers on the middle of the month, or 
delivered to their work places if no email 
address is available.

Information or letters to Tom E should be 
sent to Tom Everitt at tjever40gmail.com.  
The Board President will approve copy 
before publication.  News or letters for the 
February 2021, issue should be received by 
Friday, February 12, 2021.

Tom Everitt,
Writer and Editor in Chief,
Friends of the Sun City Libraries, Inc.
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