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623-227-3979

FREE SERVICE
CALL!

Buying Gold & Silver Since 1970
Jewelry, Rings, Diamonds, Sterling Silverware,

Pocket & Wrist Watches, Coin Collections & Much More!

IT’S YOUR MONEY!
TAKE TIME TO COMPARE!

623-977-6202

NEW ENGLAND CLOCK SHOP

Agency refers 
case for 

mediation
By Rusty Bradshaw

INDEPENDENT 
NEWSMEDIA

Homeowners association 
residents at times believe 
they cannot win in a dis-
pute with the organization 
that governs their neigh-
borhood.

Associations have 
well-defi ned processes to 
enforce covenants, condi-
tions and restrictions and 
to resolve other conflicts 
between offi cials and res-
idents. However, the fi nal 
decision is made by HOA 
offi cials — either manage-
ment companies or resi-

dent boards. That leaves 
little satisfaction for res-
idents who believe their 
HOA officials are not fol-
lowing their 
own gov-
erning doc-
uments.

When es-
t a b l i s h e d 
HOA pro-
cesses can-
not come to 
a satisfac-
tory solution for either 
party, there are other op-
tions. The fi rst is through 
lawsuit and the other is ar-
bitration through the Ari-
zona Department of Real 
Estate. Both options have 
their pros and cons.

The Arizona Legislature 
in 2011 passed legislation 

providing Arizona home-
owners and condominium 
and planned community as-
sociations (HOAs) a venue 

for resolving 
d i s p u t e s . 
These ad-
ministrative 
procedures 
provide an 
alternative 
to the civ-
il court sys-
tem and do 

not limit the legal rights of 
the parties to further pur-
sue matters. This legisla-
tion became law July 20, 
2011. The Arizona Legisla-
ture in 2016 passed legisla-
tion moving the HOA dis-
pute process to the Arizona 
Department of Real Estate. 
The Arizona Offi ce of Ad-

ministrative Hearings ac-
cepts all cases as referred 
by the ADRE, and sched-
ules hearing dates before 
an administrate law judge.

Sun City Home Owners 
Association has fi led law-
suits to bring about CC&R 
compliance, but it does not 
happen often. Jim Hunter, 
SCHOA board president, 
told attendees of a July 27 
CC&R Review Committee 
meeting that HOA offi cials 
are very careful about what 
cases to take to court.

“That is a very expensive 
process, so we don’t want 
to spend that kind of mon-
ey and then lose,” he said. 
“So we pick a case apart to 
make sure we are on good 
legal standing.”
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Justice 
of Peace 
courts 

well 
used

Only elected 
courts in county

By Roger Ball
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The 26 Justice of the Peace
court precincts in Maricopa
County represent the only lo-
cally elected justice offi cials
responsible to the voters.  

Constables are also elect-
ed in each precinct to repre-
sent the community.

Superior Court judges in
Maricopa County are ap-
pointed by the governor
and are only 
on the bal-
lot every 
few years to 
see if they 
should be 
r e t a i n e d . 
The gover-
nor also ap-
points all judges on the Court
of Appeals and all justices in
the Supreme Court.

Justice courts are both
popular and not well-known
at the same time. They are
where residents go for traf-
fi c tickets, fi le and fi ght evic-
tions, seek restraining or-
ders, get married and file
lawsuits for limited amounts.

Sun City is located in the
Arrowhead justice precinct,
which also includes por-
tions of Peoria and Glendale.
Youngtown is in the Courty
Meadows justice court pre-
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Confl ict resolution options available
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Classic reading
Books Around the Corner volunteers Janet Fanning, left, and Barb Bailey shelve several classic works of literature at the bookstore, located inside the Sun City 
Bell Branch Library, 16828 N. 99th Ave. The store raises funds for Friends of the Sun City Libraries, which in turn funds items for the Bell and Fairway, 10600 W. 
Peoria Ave., Sun City libraries. See story on Page 4. [Rusty Bradshaw/Independent Newsmedia]


