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New residents
can learn about
community

Residents new to Sun City 
will have a chance to learn 
about the community during 
an orientation meeting this 
month.

The Sun City Home Own-
ers Association new resident 
orientation is scheduled 9:30 
a.m. Monday, Oct. 15 at Palm-
brook Country Club, 9350 W. 
Greenway Road.

The first 30 minutes will 
give residents a chance to 
meet and network with vari-
ous community organizations 
and SCHOA’s presentations 
will begin at 10 a.m. The pro-
gram will include short pre-
sentations to learn about Sun 
City and its array of services 
with: a short history of Sun 
City, the Banner Olive Senior 
Center and Social Security 
changes.

Attorney general
to speak on
scams, fraud

Arizona Attorney General 
Mark Brnovich will address the 
issue of scams and fraud during 
a town hall meeting in Sun City.

The event, sponsored by Sun 
City Home Owners Association, 
is scheduled 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 10 in meeting rooms at 
the Fairway Recreation Center, 
10600 W. Peoria Ave.

Joining Mr. Brnovich will be 
Betty DeLano, Arizona Attor-
ney General’s Office senior out-
reach coordinator, for the pro-
gram titled “Learn How to Fight 
Back.”

Sun City
library gets
new staff

There are two new faces in 
the Sun City libraries as Marico-
pa County Library District em-
ployees.

Jackson Hadley is a library su-
pervisor and Vicki Novak is a li-
brarian, according to Brianna 
King, Sun City libraries manag-
er. Mr. Hadley is working on in-
ter-generational programs and 
Ms. Novak is working on techni-
cal programs.

Ms. King also said the Fair-
way branch, 10600 W. Peoria 
Ave., will get all new computers, 
expected to have been installed 
in September, and the Bell 
branch, 16828 N. 99th Ave., will 
get all new ones soon. The new 
computers are all equipped with 

>> See News on page 5

A conceptual drawing of what the Banner Boswell campus will look like when the new patient towers and emergency 
room are completed, [Submitted photo]

Banner to move forward 
with patient towers

Part of 
expansion that 

includes ER
By Rusty Bradshaw

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Banner Health officials 
will go forward with plans 
to construct new patient 
towers at Banner Boswell 
Medical Center, 10401 W. 
Thunderbird Road, Sun 
City.

Work began during the 
summer on the health agen-
cy’s $60.4 million emergen-
cy room expansion as por-
tions of the campus are 
fenced off to allow dem-
olition on the south and 
east sides of the hospital. 
These steps are the first 
in creating a new emer-
gency area for the facili-
ty, which eventually will 
mean removing the exist-
ing deck on the east side of 
the hospital. That remov-
al was planned to pave the 
way for new patient towers 
in that location, and on the 
north side, when funding 
became available.

That schedule has been 
altered somewhat.

Banner Health’s board 
of directors approved ex-
panding the project to in-
clude construction of a 
new six-story patient tow-
er shell, planned to be com-
pleted inside for patient 
rooms at a future date. 

Banner offi cials said com-
pleting the two projects at 
the same time would ulti-
mately be less disruptive to 
Banner Boswell’s patients, 
campus operations and the 
surrounding community. 
It is expected this will also 
save on construction costs.

“I am thrilled about the 
board’s decision to move 
forward,” said Banner Bo-
swell CEO Debbie Flores. 
“Their decision reflects 
the confidence they have 
in our physicians, employ-
ees and volunteers, and it 
further demonstrates Ban-
ner’s unwavering commit-
ment to this community. 
This is huge news for our 
patients and the commu-
nity we serve.”

The new tower shell will 
represent an addition-
al $46 million investment 
into the community by non-
profi t Banner Health. Com-
bined with the new Emer-
gency department, which 
the community is help-
ing support through Sun 
Health Foundation, Banner 
Boswell is set to receive an 
investment totaling more 
than $106 million.

The new patient tower, 
which will partially sit atop 
the new emergency room, 
will become the new main 
entry point for the hospi-
tal when it’s completed in 
the fall of 2020. The tower’s 
fi rst fl oor will contain the 

main lobby, gift shop, retail 
pharmacy, admitting desk 
and chapel. The four fl oors 
above the ED and lobby will 
remain “shelled” space, re-
served for future inpatient 
rooms.

Emergency department
The new ED, projected to 

open in summer 2020, will 
feature distinct and sepa-
rate ground-level entranc-
es for walk-in patients and 
ambulances, different from 
the current layout, which 
has these two entranc-
es in close proximity atop 
a parking structure adja-
cent to 103rd Drive. When 
the ED is completed, 103rd 
Drive will be closed to traf-
fi c. The new ambulance en-
trance will be off 103rd Av-
enue south of Thunderbird 
Boulevard.

Banner Boswell’s exist-
ing ED often runs at or 
near capacity, leading to 
longer wait times for less 
urgent patients, accord-
ing to Banner offi cials. The 
new 40,000-square-foot ED 
will increase the number of 
beds by one-third — from 
42 to 56 — allowing the de-
partment to care for up to 
60,000 ED patients annual-
ly, according to Banner offi -
cials. The current ED was 
built to handle up to 45,000 
patients annually.

In addition to the new ED 
and patient tower, the proj-

EXPANSION

>> See Expansion on page 5

OPEN MEETINGS

SUN CITY FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS meets 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 16 at 18602 N. 99th Ave. Visit www.suncityfi re.com or 
call 623-974-2321.
FRIENDS OF THE SUN CITY LIBRARY BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS meets 9:30 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 1 1 in the Hoover Room at 
the Bell Branch Library in Bell Recreation Center, 16828 N. 99th Ave. Call 623-
974-2569.
SUN CITY FOUNDATION meets 1 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 1 1 in upper 
level board room at Lakeview Recreation Center, 10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd. 
Call 623-561-4600.
RCSC ELECTIONS COMMITTEE meets 1 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 
17 in upper level board room at Lakeview Recreation Center, 10626 W. 
Thunderbird Blvd. Call 623-561-4600.
RCSC CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS COMMITTEE meets 
10 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 10 in upper level board room at Lakeview Recreation 
Center, 10626 W. Thunderbird Blvd. Call 623-561-4600.
SCHOA ROAD AND SAFETY COMMITTEE meets 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 17 in Room 1 at SCHOA offi ce, 10401 W. Coggins Drive. Visit 
www.suncityhoa.org or call 623-974-4718.
Editor’s Note: Meetings are subject to change without notice by 
the governing entity.

Library friends 
looking for board

members
Group supports 

Sun City 
facilities

By Rusty Bradshaw
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

It is nearly 10 years since 
the Friends of the Sun City 
Libraries handed over op-
eration of the community’s 
two facilities to the Marico-
pa County Library District.

But the group remains 
active, and may be stronger 
than ever as it continues 
its mission of supporting 
Sun City libraries. Howev-
er, it does rely on commu-
nity support for its own ef-
forts and the call is going 
out for that support. The 
friends are governed by a 
volunteer board of direc-
tors, and several seats on 
that body need to be fi lled.

Cathy Weyers, Friends 
board development chair-
person, reported during 
the Sept. 13 meeting the 
board is below the opti-
mum number of members. 
Marcia Davis, board pres-
ident, encouraged poten-
tial candidates to attend 
a board meeting to see if 
they might enjoy serving. 
The next opportunity for 

that visit is 9 a.m. Thurs-
day, Oct. 11 in the meeting
room at the Bell branch li-
brary, 16828 N. 99th Ave.

“Marcia’s invitation is
particularly true for cur-
rent volunteers,” Friends

e d i t o r
Tom Ever-
itt stat-
ed in the
g r o u p ’ s
m o n t h l y
newslet -
ter. “Your
knowledge

from your current job will
give you a head start as a
board member. Most of all,
however, your experience
would be a great help to
making decisions that af-
fect all volunteers.”

Mr. Everitt served on the
board, including a stint as
president, before his term
expired.

Ms. Weyers spent the
summer, a time the board
is in recess, revising volun-

NEEDS

IF YOU GO:
What: Friends of the Sun City 
Libraries
When: 9 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 1 1
Where: Meeting room at Bell 
branch library, 16828 N. 99th Ave.

Marcia Davis

>> See Needs on page 5
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